LIFE AW WOKKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBbDIR!

words was able to get the people's co-operation and participa-
tion till the end of his lectures. By this time Vazhakunnam had
completed 5 'Mura' (times) Bhagavata reading at Guruvayur
temple.

His fame as a great orator spread far and wide. He was
invited to Kollam and Kottayam. He was quite often a distin-
guished guest at functions, that solemnized at Kumaranallur
Devikshetra, including occasions like the Mahanavaratri festival.

In the Murajapa (vedic chanting) that was held about the year
1936 at Thiruvananthapuram, Vazhakunnam's Bhagavata inter-
pretation was a special item.

Later Vazhakunnam's oratory was welcomed by the
Malayalees at Madras,* where Vazhakunnam's stay was ar-
ranged by advocate Desamangalam. In the papers including Hindu
the news was flashed.42

It was during this period, invited by Venkitarama lyer, a
resident of Bombay and native of Guruvayur that Vazhakunnam
reached Bombay* to read Narayaniyam of Melputtur Narayana
Bhattathiri. At the end of a month's spiritual discourse there,
Vazhakunnam was given a very warm send off. He was accom-
panied to the railway station by a large number of people, who
chanted Govindanama samkirtanas through the streets of Bombay.
42. Ibid., p. 164.

* For photographs see p22 of this book
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